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b!/²!Υ ! /ƭŜŀǊ /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ hǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊǎ

Å National trade association 
for public wastewater & 
stormwater utilities

Å Represent over 300 public 
utilities of all sizes from 
around the country (19 in 
Region 8)

Å Leader in legislative, 
regulatory and legal 
advocacy on the full 
spectrum of clean water 
issues



Legislative Update



Water Infrastructure Improvement Act (H.R. 7279)

ÅPassed House 351-10; Senate on Unanimous 
Consent; Signed by President January 14, 2019

ÅCodifies Integrated Planning in the Clean Water Act 

Å9ȄǇŀƴŘǎ ǳǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ōȅ 
prioritizing and sequencing wastewater and 
stormwater compliance obligations, plus water 
reuse projects, over more than one permit term

ÅDirects EPA to support green infrastructure in 
permits, consent decrees, and settlement 
agreements

ÅEstablishes a Municipal Ombudsman office at EPA 



Infrastructure Investment

ÅComprehensive infrastructure package appears 
unlikely

ÅOpportunities to advance clean water priorities 
through the 2020 Water Resources Development 
Act (WRDA) process

ÅContinuing engagement with Congress to focus 
on clean water issues in infrastructure 
investment conversation

ÅCurrent federal government share of total 
water/wastewater investment is below 5%

ÅEPA estimates over $270 billion needed 



Reauthorization of Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)

ÅSignificant interest in Congress for reauthorizing 
Clean Water Act (CWA) programs this year

ÅH.R. 1497, the Water Quality Protection and 
Jobs Creation Act of 2019

ÅWould authorize largest increase ever for the 
CWSRF - $20 billion over 5 years

ÅWould reauthorize several CWA programs 
through FY2024

ÅCSO/SSO/Stormwater/Reuse grants to 
communities ($225M/yr)

ÅSec. 106 grants to States ($300M/yr)



Fiscal Year 2020 Appropriations

Åb!/²!Ωǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΥ

Å$3.4 billion for CWSRF (double current 
level)

Å$2 million for advancing Integrated 
Planning law and establishing the new 
Office of the Municipal Ombudsman at 
EPA

Å$225 million for Sewer Overflow and 
Stormwater Reuse Municipal Grants

Å$1 million for Innovative Water 
Infrastructure Workforce Development 
Program



Regulatory Update



Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS)

ÅEPA published its Action Plan for PFAS 
on February 14, 2019

ÅInitiate rulemaking for developing 
MCLs for PFOA and PFOS

ÅDesignate PFOA/PFOS as CERCLA 
hazardous substances

ÅExpand analytical test methods for 
PFAS

ÅDevelop groundwater cleanup 
recommendations for PFOA/PFOS

ÅCurrent EPA drinking water health 
advisories for PFOA/PFOS are 70 ppt



Nutrients

ÅIncreased interestin market-based 
approaches, such as water quality 
trading
ÅEPA updated its trading policy in a 

February 6 memorandum

ÅEPA convening in Baton Rouge, May 
2019

ÅEPA Nutrient Survey is currentlyon 
hold

ÅConcerns remain in Long Island 
Sound as EPA skirts TMDL process



Blending Rule

ÅApril 2018 ςEPA announces intent to begin 
rulemaking

ÅOctober 2018 ςEPA Stakeholder Roundtable 
and public meetings

ÅOctober 31, 2018 ςPublic comment period 
ended

ÅProposal expected this fall

ÅFinal rule expected next year

ÅOur best guess: EPA will look to authorize 
ōƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ άƎǳŀǊŘǊŀƛƭǎέ



Waters of the U.S. Rule (WOTUS)

ÅCourt decision keeps 2015 WOTUS Rule in place 
in all 50 states

ÅNew WOTUS Rule is a two-step process:

ÅStep 1: Repeal 2015 Clean Water Rule

ÅStep 2: Revise the definition of WOTUS

ÅProposal published on February 14, 2019

ÅhƳƛǘǎ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƴŜȄǳǎέ

ÅTributaries, wetlands, lakes, ponds included 
if they affect jurisdictional waters in a 
άǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊέ



Water Reuse

ÅWater reuse is a priority for EPA 
Administrator Wheeler 

ÅEPA opening docket for public comment to 
inform EPA Action Plan on Water Reuse

ÅAction Plan expected at WateReuse
Symposium in September

ÅSupport water reuse as part of integrated 
water resources management plan

ÅInform greater understanding of the 
incentives and barriers to reuse



Å Published 2017; goes into effect for 
existing dental offices July 14, 2020

Å Requires dental amalgam separators in 
most dental offices

Å One-time compliance report 
required

Å Best management practices must 
be followed

Å Responsibilities of POTW 
pretreatment programs still not clear

LegislationDental Amalgam Rule



Pesticides ςFipronil Example



Litigation Update



EPA National Compliance (Enforcement) Initiatives

ÅUpdated every 3 years

ÅάYŜŜǇƛƴƎ wŀǿ {ŜǿŀƎŜ ϧ /ƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ 
{ǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ hǳǘ ƻŦ hǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊǎέ 
began in 2000

ÅProposed removal for fiscal years 2020-2023 
because EPA has taken action at:

Å97% of large combined sewer systems

Å92% of large sanitary sewer systems

Å79% of Phase 1 municipal separate 
stormwater systems


